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• WC 19th January Year 9 
Assessment week 
 
 

 

 
Congratulations to the following form group for the 
best attendance this week: 
 

708 
809 
907 

1009 
1104 

 
 

What have we been up to?  
 
Every week seems to be a busy week, however, last 
week we had the Religious Studies Workshop for 
Year 11 parents, walking talking mocks for Year 11, 
the two-day Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge for 
Year 10, a team building trip for Year 9 and Box 
smart activity for Year 8.    
 
As well as outstanding success with our Year 9 
Netball team reaching the semi-finals of the 
National Cup for the second consecutive year after 
their quarter final win 20-11!   
 
This week, we look forward to the Year 11 Parental 
Workshop for Art, Year 9 Assessment Week and the 
District Gymnastic Event. 

 
Tuesday 20/01 
District Gymnastics 
Wednesday 21/01 
Year 7 Boys Basketball v Greensward Academy (H) 
U15 Girls indoor cricket tournament  
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Follow us on Social Media: 
 
 
 
                                  

 
 
Facebook 
https://facebook.com/Appletonschool 
 
 

 
 
 
                                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw== 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices 

https://facebook.com/Appletonschool
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw==
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Book of the week 



    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Glyn gives a shout out to all Year 11 Enterprise and Marketing students 
this week - their coursework is now done and we await scores from the 
exam board - best of luck all! 
 
 
Mrs Silvey gives a shout out to Bobbie Georgiou for achieving such high score on this 
week’s maths past paper 
 
 
 
 
Miss Gough gives a shout out to Xander Holland, Year 7,  
for this amazing creative piece of homework in Drama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Powell gives a shout out to all the year 10s that have taken part in the Speak Out 
challenge workshops this week. They were a credit to the school and worked extremely 
hard with our visitor. 
 
 



    
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



    
 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Computer Science Home Learning – Using EduCake 
 
This term, all Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils have continued to complete their 
Computer Science home learning through EduCake. EduCake is an interactive online 
platform that allows pupils to practise exam-style questions, receive instant feedback 
and track their own progress. It’s designed to help pupils consolidate their learning in 
manageable chunks, improving both knowledge recall and exam confidence. 
 
Parents and carers can support their child by checking that weekly EduCake tasks are 
completed. All Computer Science homework is set and monitored via Satchel One, 
where you can view due dates and completion status. This makes it easy to stay 
informed and encourage good study habits at home. 
 
 
 
Congratulations to our Half-Term EduCake Champions! 
We’re thrilled to celebrate the dedication and effort of our top EduCake performers 
from the second half term. These pupils have demonstrated fantastic commitment to 
their Computer Science studies – well done to all! 
 
 
Keep up the excellent work and let’s see who will take the top spot next half term! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 

 Free Online Courses to Support Parents 

 

ACL Essex is offering a range of FREE online Family Learning courses designed to 
help and support parents in managing everyday challenges. These courses cover topics 
such as: 

• Support your child to attend and enjoy school 
• Family First Aid 
• Managing Big Emotions 
• Understanding and Managing Anger 
• Understanding ADHD & ASD in Children 
• SEND Support for Families 
• Sleep Workshop 
• Talking So Your Children Will Listen 
• From Paycheck to Peace of Mind 

…and many more! 

You can view the full list and enrol here: www.aclessex.com/community-family-
learning 

Key Details: 
✔ All courses are free and delivered online. 
✔ Prior enrolment via our website is mandatory but free. 
✔ Some courses can also be delivered in-house for up to 12 parents (minimum of 6 
parents required). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aclessex.com/community-family-learning
http://www.aclessex.com/community-family-learning


    
 

 

 
 
Sparx Homework 
 

As a school we have bought into the Sparx Learning 
package. For the last year we have been using 
SparxReader, SparxMaths, and this year we are 
introducing SparxScience. 
 
Sparx is an intuitive piece of software that allows 
students to work through questions, with support 
when needed, and the questions adapt to a student’s 
ability – the quicker they work through questions 
correctly then the system will then make the next 
questions more challenging and vice versa. 

 
Along the way Sparx will also ask students about an answer to a previous question, this 
is because the system works best if students write down the answers in their exercise 
book alongside the online portal to help writing practice and retention. 
The homework percentage is a completion rate not a score.  
 

 

FAQs 
Why are you using Sparx? 
Sparx has been shown to improve student outcomes with regular use, the students with 
the highest grades last academic year were the ones with the highest Sparx use. It helps 
students to plug gaps and ensure they are challenged. 
 
How can I know when they’ve been set homework? 
We still use the Satchel One platform for recording homework which all parents have 
access to. If you are unsure at all please contact the school 
info@theappletonschool.org  
 
 
 
 
 

Homework not yet finished 
but started 

Homework fully completed 

mailto:info@theappletonschool.org


    
 

 

 
 
Why is so much homework online? 
Online homework allows for immediate feedback to students to prevent the embedding 
hem progress. 
 
 
My child spent so long on their homework but still did not complete 100% 
Please do not worry, this will flag to a teacher, they can see the amount completed and 
the time spent on the homework so will realise there is an issue and will intervene. 
 
I suspect my child is doing the homework far too quickly, are they cheating? 
We suggest taking away their phone during their homework, there is a new tool on AI 
where they can film/take photos of the question and it will give them a solution. 
However, it also means they complete the homework quickly and that will be noticed by 
the teacher – although best to keep the phone away! 
 
Do I get a notification about incomplete homework? 
Sparx automatically notifies parents on a Sunday about any outstanding homework and 
feedback on what has been completed.  

 
Year 7 Homework 
 
Maths: 
Sparx homework is set on a Tuesday morning, due the following Monday at 5pm. 
 
The expectation is that homework is completed at 90% or above. If the student is 
struggling with that week's topic and can't reach 90%, then we need to see at least an 
hour spent on the homework.  
 
If students are struggling with a question, they can watch the video attached to each 
question, or see their class teacher before the deadline, or attend homework club in the 
resource centre, Mon-Thurs 3.00-3.45pm. Even though the homework is online, 
students are to show their working out in their exercise books. Sparx will do a 
"bookwork accuracy check" to make sure they are doing this. 
 
Achievement points are given to those that complete the homework on time. 
Negative points are given to those that do not complete the homework on time. A 
second chance is given to students to do the homework, and if it still isn't done by the 
second deadline, then a teacher detention is set. 
 
Failure to attend a teacher detention will mean a HOF detention. 
 
 
 
 



    
 

 

English: 
Students should be primarily being set SPARX Reader which is then checked in class      
by the teacher on a weekly basis for achievement points and an interactive 
leaderboard.  

They also should have a reading journal which is checked by one of their teachers each 
week.  

 

The more points they get will result in whole school reading rewards such as 
certificates, badges and books.  

 On top of this they should be getting spelling homework for weekly tests in class.  

Science -  
Science set Sparx homework on a Wednesday and is due in on a Tuesday.  It is expected 
to be 100% completed.  

        Auto marking- students receive feedback immediately, algorithm adapts to students, 
provides opportunity to repeat questions which challenge students, set every 
Wednesday and due the following Tuesday.  

 
Students need to score 100% for HW to be completed 
 


